Epping  Rural  District  Council 


including  the  Report  of  the 


Sanitary  Inspector 


For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1948 


Epping  Rural  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Epping  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district. 

It  was  on  the  21st  March,  1949,  that  I took  office  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  succession  to  Dr.  Franks,  to 
whom  I am  grateful  for  the  medical  statistical  data  for  1948. 

The  birth  rate  has  fallen  slightly  from  19.3  in  1947  to  17.51 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  17.9  per  1,000.  The  death  rate  among  infants  under  a 
year  old  was  38.6  per  1,000  live  births.  In  England  and  Wales 
there  were  34  deaths  of  .children  under  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births  One  death  following  childbirth  was  reported. 

Two  hundred  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  1948. 
Immunisation  against  measles  is  a difficult  problem,  at  present 
only  a passive  temporary  immunisation  is  available,  although  the 
the  well-timed  inoculation  of  a passive  immunity  to  a child  after 
contact  with  a measles  case  will  result  in  a modified  attack  of 
measles,  which  confers  life  immunity.  Measles  is  a serious  disease 
to  children  under  three  years,  but  seldom  serious  between  the  ages 
of  8 and  12  years. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified.  However,  recent  advances  in  medical  research  have  im- 
proved the  prospects  of  active  immunisation  against  this  disease. 


As  in  1947  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred.  The  advantages  of 
immunisation  are  now  realised  by  all  but  the  most  backward 
parents,  and  every  mother  of  a one  year-old  child  receives  by  post 
a letter  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  giving  the  time  and 
nearest  place  at  which  free  inoculation  can  be  obtained. 

Tuberculosis  caused  six  deaths — three  pulmonary  and  three 
non-pulmonary.  During  the  year  five  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  notified. 

In  the  statistical  tables  which  follow,  births  and  deaths  have 
been  corrected  for  “ inward  ” and  “ outward  ” transfers,  i.e.  they 
refer  only  to  persons  who  normally  reside  in  the  district,  and  they 
include  all  births  and  deaths  among  them  wherever  occurring. 
Infectious  diseases,  however,  are  allocated  to  the  district  in  which 
they  arise,  irrespective  of  the  place  of  normal  residence  of  the 
patient. 

» 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  has  been  in  operation 
since  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  most  of  our  Local  Health  Authority 
Services  have  been  decentralised  to  the  Forest  Division  from  Essex 
County.  The  Mental  Health  Services  and  the  Ambulance  Services 
are  administered  centrally  by  the  County  Council. 

i 

The  Education  Division  and  the  Health  Area  are  identical  and 
the  Decentralisation  Scheme  provides  for  periodic  review  in  the 
light  of  experience.  There  is  no  doubt  that  each  of  the  various 
Local  Authority  Health  Services  has  an  optimum  population  and 
an  optimum  area;  the  highly  specialised  services  are  best  allotted 
to  the  largest  units  while  simple  unspecialised  services  can  be  dealt 
with  locally.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  record  keeping  ijS  a 
simple  service  and  it  could  be  carried  out  by  a County  District, 
on  the  other  hand,  advertised  propaganda  to  encourage  diphtheria 
immunisation  is  most  efficient  when  carried  out  at  or  above  the 
County  level,  where  the  sales  areas  of  each  local  newspaper  can  be 
considered  and  used  to  best  advantage. 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (which  em- 
powers a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  to  remove  to  suitable 
premises  a person  living  in  insanitary  conditions  on  the  application 
of  the  appropriate  local  authority). 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  remove  any  person  during  1948. 
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The  duties  under  this  Act  could  be  made  more  pleasant  if 
some  attractive  modern  almshouse  accommodation  was  available 
to  promise  these  old  people  on  recovery  or  improvement  after  a 
period  in  hospital.  At  present  they  are  well  aware  that  the  future 
holds  only  the  prospect  of  lost  independence  in  a hostel  or  insti- 
tution. Furthermore,  if  such  accommodation  was  readily  available 
the  frail  but  ambulant  elderly  person  might  be  encouraged  to  move 
in  voluntarily  before  the  combined  effects  of  decreasing  physical 
powers,  and  an  overlarge  and  unmanageable  dwelling  had  reduced 
them  to  an  insanitary  state. 

The  percentage  of  old  people  in  the  population  is  increasing, 
and  the  effects  of  this  increase  are  likely  to  be  most  noticed  ip 
rural  areas  where  the  number  of  retired  people  is  high.  As  the 
Trustees  of  the  Nuffield  Foundation  point  out  “ before  any  area 
can  be  said  to  have  made  adequate  provision  for  its  old  people 
it  requires  a comprehensive  range  of  accommodation  and  facilities 
for  all  categories  of  old  people  in  need,  and  so  arranged  that  trans- 
fer from  one  type  of  accommodation  is  simple,  smooth,  and  un- 
eventful, whether  transfer  is  due  to  improving  health  or  growing 
infirmity.” 


It  is  interesting  to  glance  at  some  housing  statistics  over  the 


past  thirty  years. 

Year 

Population 

Persons  per 
Houses  house 

Epping  R.D.  with  a 
part  of  Chigwell 

1919 

15,674 

3,535 

4.43 

1929 

14,400 

3,383 

4.26 

Epping  R.D. 

1934 

14,224 

4,269 

3.33 

1939 

15,570 

4,895 

3.18 

1941 

18,090 

4,910 

3.68 

1948 

17,690 

5,550 

3.18 

From  these  figures  it  appears  that  our  housing  position  is  now 
as  in  1939,  but  the  social  legislation  since  1934  with  food  subsidies, 
rent  restriction  and  more  generous  pensions  has  eliminated  the 
“ aged  poor  ” whose  successors  in  1949  no  longer  need  vacate  their 
homes  for  a room  with  a relative  or  enter  an  “ institution  ” on  re- 
tirement. There  has  been  a subtle  change  in  the  make  up  of 
householder  groups,  a swing  from  wage  earner  toward  pensioner. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  development  together  with  the  present  day 
fixation  of  tenants  will  not  cause  a wastage  in  the  form  of  unused 
rooms.  The  use  of  small  size  accommodation  wfyere  the  aged 
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tenant  can  move  from  an  overlarge  dwelling  would  prevent  such 
wastage,  but  there  should  be  some  incentive  to  facilitate  such 
transfers. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I would  like  to  record  my  apprecia- 
tion to  Dr.  Franks  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  help  and  co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  since  my  arrival 
here. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  PATTON,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Epping  Rural  District  Council 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1948 


Chairman:  Councillor  C.  H.  Bradshaw 


Members : 

Councillor  A.  Barratt,  C.C.  Councillor  Mrs.  H.  E.  Howard 


Mrs.  K.  M.  E.  Bell,  J.P. 
F.  Blatch 
E.  V.  Bor  am 
B.  Copeland 
K.  de  Maus 
Rev.  Canon  Fisher 
J.  M.  D.  Gray 
T.  L.  Hickling 


H.  B.  Kemsley 
W.  M.  B.  Newcomb 
Mrs.E.  A.  Newton,  J.P. 
J.  Padfield 
R.  J.  Padfield 
J.  W.  Stevens 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Swire 
G.  Tucker 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  H.  FRANKS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 
(to  21st  March,  1949) 

Dr.  J.  L.  PATTON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(from  21st  March,  1949) 

» 

Clerk  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Miss  I.  M.  HUMBERSTONE 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

Mr.  H.  J.  HEELEY, 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Board. 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  (Meat  and  other  Foods)  Certificate. 
Practical  Sanitary  Science,  London. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Mr.  T.  E.  DAVIES, 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 

Joint  Board. 


Mr.  G.  H.  GREEN, 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board 
Examination  (to  31st  December,  1948). 

Clerks  * 

Miss  A.  E.  A.  ROTHWELL. 

Miss  P.  FARMER  (to  31st  October,  1948). 
Miss  S.  SHAW  (from  1st  December,  1948). 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

• • • • • • 

34,856 

Population 



17,690 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

5,550 

Rateable  value 

£101,407 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

. . . . • • 

• • • 

£381 

The  rate  in  the  pound  of  the  general  rate 

was  19s. 

4d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

* 

-m 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  

163 

147 

294 

Illegitimate  ... 

9 

8 

17 

4 

TOTAL 

: 311 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

..  17.51 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births:  Legitimate  

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL:  12 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  ... 

• • • 

..  38.5 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  

101 

92 

193 

(Registrar*  General’ 

s figured) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

• • • 

..  10.9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

3 

9 

12 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL:  12 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  (per  1,000  live  births)  38.6 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  maternal  causes  1 

TOTAL : 1 


* 


6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  GIVEN  BY  THE  REGISTRAR 
GENERAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  system 

3 

0 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

17 

14 

31 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

12 

21 

Heart  Disease 

35 

26 

61 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  system 

5 

6 

11 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Digestive  Diseases 

6 

3 

9 

Nephritis 

Congenital  malformations  and  Birth 

3 

6 

9 

Trauma 

1 

3 

4 

Premature  births 

2 

0 

2 

Maternal  causes  ...  

0 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Other  violent  causes  

1 

5 

4 

All  other  causes  

9 

7 

16 

TOTAL : 

101 

92 

193 

Table  of  Comparative  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  in  the  year 
1948  (Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly  returns). 
Rates  per  1,000  population. 


England  and 

Wales 

126  County  Bor- 
oughs and  Great 
Towns  including 
London 

148  Smaller. 

Towns  (resident 
populations 

25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London  Adm. 
County 

Epping  R.D. 

Live  Births 

17.9 

23.3 

19.2 

20.1 

17.5 

Still  Births 

0.42 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

0.68 

Deaths : All  causes 

10.8 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

10.9 

(Trends  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  over  the  past  5 years) 


1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

17.2 

16.9 

17.9 

19.3 

17.5 

Still  births  per  1,000  total  births 

31.0 

18.8 

39.4 

35.9 

38.5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Illegitimate  birth  rate  % of  total 

11.7 

14.5 

11.4 

12.3 

10.9 

birth  

6.2 

6.8 

4.3 

3.4 

5.5 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  (see  page  5). 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities.  A Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory 
operated  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Epping.  Milk,  water  and 
ice  cream  samples  are  examined  at  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  66,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l, 

(c)  Hospitals.  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Epping. 

Waltham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  (for  infectious 
cases  only). 

Epping  Cottage  Hospital. 

(d)  Child  Welfare.  The  Welfare  Authority  is  the  Essex  County 
Council.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  times  and  places : — 

(1)  EPPING:  The  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  15,  Regent 

Road,  Epping. 

Dressing  Clinic  every  school  morning,  9 — 9.30  a.m. 

Doctor  attends  Thursday  mornings. 

Every  Monday  morning  and  afternoon  : 

Dental  and  orthopaedic  clinics  (by  appointment  only). 
Appointments  arranged  at  School  Clinic  or  from  School 
Medical  Inspections. 

Every  Tuesday  morning.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  only* 

(N.B.— Many  children  who  have  to  be  seen  at  the  dispensary 
are  not  tuberculosis.  May  be  only  being  checked  up). 

Tuesday  afternoons.  Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 
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Wednesday  mornings.  Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 
Twice  a month  Gas  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Wednesday  afternoons.  1.30  p.m.,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays. 
Eye  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  2 p.m.,  4th  Wednesday. 

Thursday  mornings.  School  Clinic,  9.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  at  11.30  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Thursday  afternoons.  Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  (Babies). 

Friday  mornings.  Dental  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 

Friday  afternoons.  2 — 3 p.m.  Dental  Inspection  . No  ap- 
pointment necessary.  Any  child  with  or  without  parent  can 
be  seen  by  dentist  on  this  day. 

Women’s  Welfare  Clinic,  2 p.m.,  2nd  Friday. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (by  appointment  only). 


(2)  HARLOW: 


(3)  HARLOW 

COMMON : 

(4)  MATCHING 

TYE : 

(5)  SHEERING : 


(6)  THEYDON 

BOIS : 


(7)  NETTESWELL 


(8)  MAGDALEN 

LAVER 
(weighing 
centre) : 

(9)  NORTH 

WEALD : 


The  Women’s  Insti- 
tute Club  Room 

The  Baptist  Chapel, 
Potter  Street 

The  Women’s  Insti- 
tute 

The  Parish  Room 
The  Sorrell  Rooms 


The  Women’s  Insti- 
tute Hall 

The  Village  Hall 

The  Queens  Rooms 


*2nd  Friday  in  th  e 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

* 1st  Monday  in  the 

month,  2.30  p.m. 

*3rd  Friday  in  the 
month,  2 p.m. 

*lst  Friday  in  the 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

* 1st,  3rd  and  5th 

Fridays  in  the 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

*4th  Thursday  in  the 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  the 
month,  2 p.m. 


2nd  Wednesday  in 
the  month,  2.30 
p.m. 
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*4th  Tuesday  in  the 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

*2nd  Thursday  in  the 
month,  2.30  p.m. 

* 1 st  and  3rd  Tues- 
days in  the  month, 
2 p.m. 

^Diphtheria  immunisation  is  available  free  of  charge  at  the 

above  clinics. 

Home  Visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s  Health 
Visitors  in  the  area. 


(10)  PARNDON: 

(11)  ROYDON: 
'12)  NAZEING : 


The  Parish  Rooms, 
Great  Parndon 

The  Community 
Centre 

The  Cadet  Hut,  St. 
Leonard’s  Road 


(e)  School  Health  Service.  The  Education  Authority  is  the 
Essex  County  Council.  School  Nurses  inspect  the  children 
regularly  and  there  is  a medical  inspection  at  each  school  not  less 
than  once  a year. 

(f)  Tuberculosis  Service.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  of  the 
Essex  County  Council  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  Regent 
Road,  Epping — every  Tuesday  from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

During  the  year  the  Care  Association  covering  the  Chigwell, 
Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar  districts  continued  to  do  use- 
ful work.  The  Association  assists  cases  awaiting  admission  to 
sanitorium  in  various  ways  and  arranges  for  the  admission  of  child 
contacts  to  convalescent  homes.  It  concerns  itself  also  with  the 
after  care  of  patients  by  assistance  in  obtaining  materials  for 
occupational  therapy  and  whenever  possible  suitable  employment 
for  those  fit  for  work.  The  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  and  receives  also  a grant  from  the  County  Council. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  is  Mr.  A.-  J.  Edwards,  37,  Woodland 
Road,  Loughton. 

(g)  District  Nurses  employed  by  the  Epping  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  Midwives  employed  by  the  Essex  County  Council 
serve  the  area. 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  relating  to 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District,  from  which  you  will 
observe  the  work  that  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Department  for 
the  year -1948. 

Again,  I would  offer  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  help  and  consideration  given  me  during  the  year.  I would 
also  like  to  thank  the  Staff  of  my  Department  for  their  co-operation. 

f am.  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  J.  HEELEY,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HOUSING 

(a)  Progress  In  the  Building  of  New  Houses 

The  Council’s  Scheme  for  the  building  of  new  houses  has  made 
very  good  progress.  Since  the  end  of  the  war  to  the  end  of  1948, 
the  Council  constructed  359  houses,  253  being  erected  during  1948. 
There  have  also  been  25  houses  constructed  by  private  enterprise. 
As  a result  of  this  fine  p ogress,  384  families  have  been  rehoused, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  living  in  most  unsatisfactory  conditions 
either  being  overcrowded  or  living  with  other  families,  which  was 
extremely  undesirable.  There  has,  therefore,  been  much  good 
brought  about  in  the  improved  conditions  of  housing  of  these 
families. 

The  general  housing  picture  at  the  present  time  has  improved 
although  there  are  still  a large  number  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses. 

I feel  that  the  majority  of  the  worst  cases  have  been  dealt  with, 
and  only  in  a few  instances  does  legal  overcrowding  exist. 

(b)  Occupation  of  Hutmen  is  for  Housing  Purposes 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  100  families  living  in  hut- 
ments. The^e  were  made  up  as  follows:  — 

Thorn  wood.  North  Weald  75 

Moor  Hall,  Harlow  23 

Nazeing  2 

Although  the  Council  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Health  has  spent  a large  sum  of  money  in  an  endeavour  to  bring 
about  the  best  housing  conditions  possible,  the  standard,  generally, 
is  low  from  a housing  point  of  view. 

The  present  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  these  hutments  for  housing  purposes  as  soon  as  new  Council 
houses  are  available,  and  owing  to  the  excellent  progress  made  in 
the  building  of  the  new  houses  it  i£  hoped  that  the  hutments  will 
cease  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  within  a reasonable  period. 

(c)  Rural  Housing  Survey 

The  Housing  Survey  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
completed  during  the  year,  the  work  covering  3,180  properties,  and 
a report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  completion  of  the 
Survey.  Extracts  of  this  report,  which  explains  the  purpose  of  the 
Survey,  the  procedure  adopted  and  the  rdsults,  are  as  follows : — 

“The  Government  set  up  a Central  Housing  Advisory  Com- 
mittee some  considerable  time  ago  and  that  Body  appointed  a 
Rural  Housing  Sub-Committee  in  1945  to  investigate  and  advise  on 
the  question  whether  the  continuance  of  reconditioning  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  would  be  likely  to  result  in  diverting 
labour  from  building  new  houses.  Later,  the  terms  of  reference 
were  enlarged  and  the  Committee  were  asked  to  advise,  generally, 
on  the  reconditioning  of  rural  cottages,  with  special  reference  to 
the  supply  of  labour  available  without  diversion  from  new  build- 
ings, and  to  consider  what  improvements  could  be  made  in  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  to  recommend  what  steps  should 
be  taken  to  encourage  reconditioning  by  Local  Authorities  and  also 
how  to  adapt  any  future  reconditioning  schemes  to  preserve  cot- 
tages, groups  of  cottages,  and  village  streets  of  special  architectural 
and  historic  merit. 

“This  background,  therefore,  existed  during  the  Survey  and  at 
the  time  of  placing  the  properties  in  the  various  categories  as  set 
out  later  in  this  Report. 

“The  deficiencies  in  rural  housing  are  generally  accepted,  a re- 
latively higher  proportion  of  rural  workers  are  living  in  houses  built 
before  1914  than  is  the  case  in  the  towns.  The  contrast  between 
new  and  old  cottages  in  the  country  is,  moreover,  greater  than  in 
urban  areas  since  old  rural  cottages,  though  frequently  sound  in 
structure  and  attractive  in  appearance,  generally  lack  modern  in- 
terior amenities  and  main  service^,  although  in  this  respect  this 
District  compares  very  favourably  with  many  other  Rural  Districts 
in  the  country. 

“There  is  a demand  for  a higher  standard  of  housing  from  oc- 
cupiers of  rural  dwellings  who  have  tolerated  poor  conditions  for 
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many  years,  and  it  is  the  aim  of  all  concerned  to  bring  about  the 
desired  improvement. 

The  standard  of  a satisfactory  house  has  had  the  considera- 
tion of  the  County  Housing  Advisory  Committee  who  were  advised 
by  a technical  Sub -Committee  and  their  report  was  presented  to 
the  Central  Body  and  as  a result  the  following  standard  was 
adopted : — 

(i)  be  in  all  respects  dry; 

(ii)  be  in  a good  state  of  repair; 

(iii)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated; 

(iv)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on 

for  all  purposes  inside  the  dwelling; 

(v)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supply- 

ing hot  water  for  domestic  purposes; 

(vi)  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible  water 

closet; 

(vii)  have  a fixed  bath  preferably  in  a separate  room; 

(viii)  be  provided  with  a sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable 
arrangement's  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water; 

(ix)  be  provided  with  facilities  for  domestic  washing  including 
a copper,  preferably  in  a separate  room; 

(x)  have  a proper  drainage  system; 

(xi)  be  provided  with  adequate  points  for  artificial  lighting 
in  each  room; 

(xii)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating  each 
habitable  room; 

(xiii)  have  satisfactory  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking 
food; 

(xiv)  have  a well-ventilated  larder  or  food  store; 

(xv)  have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel; 

(xvi)  have  a satisfactory  surfaced  path  to  outbuildings  and 

convenient  access  from  a street  to  the  back  door. 

“It  is  recommended  by  the  Standards  of  Fitness  for  Habitation 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  that  a 
house  shall  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  if  it  is  not : — 

(i)  free  from  serious  dampness; 

(ii)  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated; 
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(iii)  properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary 

conveniences  and  with  a sink  and  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  the  disposal  of  waste  water; 

(iv)  in  good  general  repair; 
and  has  not : — 

(v)  a satisfactory  water  supply; 

(vi)  adequate  washing  accommodation; 

(vii)  adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food; 

(viii)  a well  ventilated  food  store. 

“The  Survey  has  been  thorough  and  comprehensive  dealing 
with  housing  from  every  aspect,  and  includes  houses  with  a gross 
value  of  £22  10s.  or  less.  This  entailed  a survey  of  3,180  premises. 
The  whole  of  the  particulars  have  been  recorded  and  every  house 
placed  in  a category.  There  are  five  categories,  namely ; — 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  With  minor  defects  only. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  ‘beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost. 

“The  more  serious  defects  found  were  dealt  with  during  the 
course  of  the  Survey,  618  letters  being  sent  to  the  various  owners 
and  as  a result  811  defects  have  been  remedied.  This  is  considered 
to  be  satisfactory,  having  regard  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials  during  the  past  two  years.  The  defects  outstanding  will 
be  followed  up  with  the  view  to  the  necessary  work  being  carried 
out. 

“The  Summary  of  the  Survey  is  appended  herewith,  from  which 
it  will  be  observed  that  each  Parish  has  its  own  record  and  that 
for  the  whole  of  the  District  is  set  out  in  Columns  17  and  18.  The 
number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  being  208,  with  a percentage 
of  6.5  of  the  whole  surveyed,  and  780  houses  or  24.5  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  surveyed  being  in  all  respects  satisfactory  for  occupation. 
With  regard  to  the  Parishes,  Sheering  has  21.5  per  cent,  or  a little 
over  a fifth  of  the  houses  surveyed  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  Theydon  Bois  has  0.8  per  cent.,  Epping 
Upland  3.4  per  cent.,  Nazeing  3.5  per  cent,  and  Harlow  (Lighting 
Area)  3.6  per  cent. 
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“The  percentage  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  records  of  other  Rural  Areas  in  the 
country,  reports  of  which  I have  had  the  privilege  of  perusing. 

“It  is  understood  that  the  Government  will  consider  new  legis- 
lation during  the  present  Session  of  Parliament  to  deal  with  the 
repair,  reconditioning  and  demolition  of  occupied  houses.” 


(d)  Housing  Defects 

During  the  year  687  housing  defects  of  a serious  nature  were 
remedied. 

» 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  for  letters  to  be  sent  to 
the  various  owners  asking  for  repairs  to  be  carried  out,  and  only 
‘as  a last  resort  are  legal  proceedings  taken.  In  this  respect  18 
Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  only  in  one  case  was  it  necessary 
to  take  the  owner  into  the  Court.  In  this  case  an  Order  was  made 
for  work  to  be  done,  with  £3  3s.  Od.  costs. 
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Summary  - Rural  Housing  Survey 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Although  there  are  seven  |slaughterhouses  in  the  District  very 
little  slaughtering  goes  on,  except  an  occasional  pig  for  a private 
person,  the  meat  for  the  whole  of  the  District  being  supplied 
from  the  central  slaughterhouse  at  Waltham  Abbey.  Close  super- 
vision, however,  is  exercised  on  all  meat  and  other  foods  exposed 
or  deposited  for  sale  in  warehouses,  retail  shops,  restaurants  and 
cafes.  As  a result  of  this  4 tons  8 cwts.  2 qrs..  23  lbs.  of  food- 
stuff were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
year.  Most  of  it,  however,  was  used  for  animal  feeding. 

In  one  case,  food  having  been  found  in  a cafe  which  was  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  seized  and  later  condemned  by  a 
magistrate.  The  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Council  who 
gave  instructions  for  a serious  warning  to  be  given  to  the  trader. 

The  particulars  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption are  as  follows:  — 


Bacon  and  Ham 

cwts. 

1 

qrs. 

lbs. 

21 

Butter  and  Fat 

— 

— 

7 

Cheese 

— 

— 

7 

Fish  

3 

1 

13 

Fruit — Dried 

— 

— 

17 

Fresh 

2 

2 

17 

Jam 

8 

3 

17 

Miscellaneous 

...  1.7 

3 

25 

Meat 

1 

— 

18 

Canned  Fish 

8 

3 

18 

Fruit 

2 

3 

18 

Meat 

...  14 

2 

15 

Milk 

5 

1 

11 

Vegetables 

6 

— 

23 

Miscellaneous 

...  16 

2 

20 

88 

2 

23 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  4 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice-cream,  and  19  premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  in 
the  District. 

During  the  year  29  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  and 
submitted  to  a bacteriological  examination.  Twenty-seven  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  when  submitted  to  the  Plate  Count  and 
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2 unsatisfactory.  Of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  4 were  placed  in  Grade  I,  6 in  Grade  II,  9 in  Grade  III,  and 
8 in  Grade  IV. 

Although  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  has  some  advantages  it  is 
considered  that  the  Plate  Count  Test  is  more  reliable. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Water  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  District  are  the 
Herts  & Essex  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  being  derived 
from  wells,  one  at  Sawbridgeworth  and  one  at  Roydon,  both  of 
which  are  approximately  200  feet  deep.  The  water,  although  hard 
is  of  a high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  and  is  consistent  with  a 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

The  whole  of  the  District  now  has  a main  water  supply,  or 
schemes  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  for  the  extension  of 
mains  in  Areas  where  there  is  no  main  supply,  and  it  is  hoped, 
that  all  the  work  will  be  completed  during  the  year  1949. 

There  has  been  a larger  water  main  provided  to  Coopersale, 
Epping  from  which  a supply  is  taken  to  Little  Park  Hall  Estate;, 
Theydon  Garnon,  and  by  so  doing  the  supply  in  this  Area  has 
greatly  improved.  Other  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  as, 
follows : — 

Tylers  Cross  to  Pound  Corner,  Nazeing,  4,500  yards  (6-in.) 

Hansells  Mead  Housing  Estate,  Roydon  620  „ (3 -in.) 

It  was  stated  in  my  Report  of  1947  that  there  was  a deficiency 
of  water  at  certain  times  in  the  Parishes  of  Nazeing  and  Roydon, 
but  as  a result  of  the  Company  carrying  out  further  extensions, 
these  deficiences  have  now  been  overcome. 

A service  pipe  was  laid  from  the  main  at  Burnt  Mill,  Netteswell 
to  Parndon  Mill  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  six  cottages. 

The  Analyst’s  reports  of  a selection  of  the  , samples  are  set 
out  herewith : — 

Before  Treatment — Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination 

Date:  21.12.48.  Taken  from:  Aerating  Fountain,  Pumping 
Station,  Roydon. 
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Chemical  Results  Expressed  in  Farts  per  Million 


Appearance:  Slight  opalescence  with  a very  slight  deposit  of  iron 
oxide  together  with  traces  of  Gallionella. 


Sli 

ght  yellow-brown 

Turbidity  (Silicia  Scale) 

15 

Colour  (Hazen)  Filtered : Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Reaction,  pH 

7.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

34 

Electric  conductivity  at 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO 

300 

20  °C. 

640 

Ca.  Mg.  Na. 

CO,  so,  CL 

3 4 

NO„  Si00  Probable  Combinations 
.s  z 

99  23.4 

180  47  25 

A 24  Calcium  Carbonate 

248 

99 

149 

Magnesium  Carbonate  44 

12.5 

31 

Magnesium  Sulphate  54 

10.9 

43 

Sodium  Sulphate 

6 

2 

4 

Sodium  Chloride 

41 

16 

25 

Silicia 

24 

24  Difference 

15 

Total  solid 

constituents  dried  at  1S0°C 

432 

Hardness — Total  *345.  Carbonate  (Temporary)  300. 
Non-Carbonate  (permanent)  45. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.0  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 

Free  Ammonia  .38  (as  N)  0.31  Residual  chlorine  Absent 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 
(as  N)  0.000  at  27°  C.  0.20 

Metals.  Iron:  0.50.  Other 
metals  absent 

Fluorine  0.6 


*The  precise  figure  calculated  from  the  calcium  and  magnesium 
contents. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Number  of  Colonies  developing 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in 
Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact.  Coli. 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 


1 day  at  2 days  at  3 days^at 
37  °C.  37  °C.  20  °C. 

0 0 0 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


(Signed)  GORDON  MILES. 
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Before  Treatment — Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination 

Date:  24.3.48.  Taken  from:  Aerating  Fountain,  Sawbridgeworth 
Pumping  Station. 


Chemical  Results  Expressed  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance:  Faintly  opalescent  with  a very  slight  deposit  of  iron 
oxide  together  with  a very  slight  growth  of  Gallionella. 

Colour  (Hazen)  Less  than  10  Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  7 

Reaction,  pH  Neutral:  7.0  Odour  Nil 

Electric  conductivity  at  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  44 

20°C.  " 680  Alkalinity  as  Ca  C03  310 


NO^  Si09  Probable  Combinations 

A 24  Calcium  Carbonate  255 
Magnesium  Carbonate  46 
Magnesium  Sulphate  65 
Sodium  Sulphate  22 
Sodium  Chloride  43 
24  Silica  24 

Difference  1 1 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180°C  466 


Hardness — Total  365.  Carbonate  (Temporary)  310. 
Non-Carbonate  (Permanent)  55. 


Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites: 

Less 

Free  Ammonia 

0.16 

than 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.000 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

Metals : Iron  0.24.  Other 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

metals:  absent 

Fluorine  (F): 

0.7 

at  27 °C. 

0.10 

Ca  Mg.  Na. 

CO  3 

so4 

Cl. 

102 

26.4 

186 

67 

26 

102 

153 

13.3 

33 

13.1 

52 

7 

15 

17  26 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Number  of  Colonies  developing 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in 
Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact.  Coli. 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 


1 day  at  2 days  at  3 days  at 
37°C.  37°C.  20°C. 

0 0 0 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

(Signed)  GORDON  MILES. 
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After  Treatment — Bacteriological  Examination 

Date:  23.2.48.  Taken  from:  Kitchen  Tap,  Katoomba,  Old  Road, 
Harlow. 


Number  of  Colonies  developing 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in 
Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact.  Coli. 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 


1 day  at  2 days  at  3 days  at 
37°C.  37°C.  20  °C. 

0 0 3 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  since 
it  shows  very  faint  opalescence  and  it  is  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity.  The  water  is  therefore  considered  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

(Signed)  GORDON  MILES. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Work  in  connection  with  drainage  and  sewage  disposal  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows : — 


Sheeering 

Epping  Green 

Matching  Tye 
Harlow 

Nazeing 
Potter  Street 

Theydon  Bois  ... 
do. 


New  works  for  Housing  Site 
completed. 

Work  started  on  new  Disposal 
Works  and  sewerage  of  village. 

♦ • do. 

Construction  of  New  Works  com- 
pleted. Preparation  of  further 
extensions  in  hand. 

Approval  received  for  extension 
to  sewerage. 

Red  Lion  Lane.  Sewers  com- 
pleted to  serve  new  Housing  Es- 
tate. 

Preparation  of  scheme  for  sewer- 
ing new  Housing  Estate. 
Construction  of  temporary  earth 
y^J  isludge  digestion  tanks. 


Fifteen  existing  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewer  during 
the  year,  the  majority  of  which  were  conversions  from  the  pail  to 
the  water  carriage  system. 
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MILK  PRODUCTION— DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  97  milk  producing  farms  in  the  District,  which  are 
also  registered  as  dairies.  Of  these  58  produced  designated  milk, 
33  being  licensed  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and 
25  for  Accredited  milk.  The  standard  of  production,  generally,  is 
high,  and  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  some 
cases  to  improve  the  premises,  no  action  has  been  taken  during  the 
year  regarding  the  methods  of  production.  Both  farmers  and 
workers  in  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  extremely  co- 
operative and  have  applied  precautions  which  are  necessary  in  pro- 
ducing a high  standard  milk. 


MILK  SAMPLES 

During  the  year  49  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  were  sub- 
mitted either  to  the  Coliform,  Methylene  Blue,  Plate  Count  or,  in 
the  case  of  pasteurised  milk,  the  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  these,  44 
were  satisfactory  and  5 unsatisfactory.  Twenty-eight  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Bacteria  Plate  Count,  25  were  satisfactory  and  3 
unsatisfactory.  Twenty-eight  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Coli- 
form Test  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Twenty-five 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test,  one  sample  was 
found  to  be  milk  insufficiently  heat-treated. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES 

Close  supervision  is  given  to  all  premises  where  food  is  pre- 
pared for  human  consumption  and  there  has  been  no  reported  case 
of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

Work  is  now  being  undertaken  in  order  to  have  installed  hot 
water  heaters  in  all  premises  where  food  is  handled,  stored  or  sold 
for  human  consumption. 

Action  has  been  taken  in  three  cases  where  unsatisfactory 
conditions  prevailed  in  restaurants. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  GROUNDS 

These  matters  have  had  careful  and  serious  consideration  by 
the  Council  during  the  year,  and  as  a result  action  has  been  taken 
regarding  individual  plots  used  for  moveable  dwellings,  and  in  11 
cases  the  Council  proceeded  against  licensees  for  breach  of  con- 
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dition  of  licence  in  that  the  dwellings  were  not  removed  at  the  end 
of  the  specified  period.  One  case  was  heard  at  the  Police  Court, 
and  a conviction  obtained.  The  defendant  was  fined  and  the 
Council  were  awarded  costs.  Notice  of  appeal,  however,  was  im- 
mediately given  and  in  consequence  the  remaining  10  cases  were 
adjourned. 

The  Council  also  took  proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  and  in  this  case  convictions  also 
were  obtained  against  which  the  defendants  appealed,  but  the  ruling 
of  the  Justices  was  upheld  at  Quarter  Sessions.  Later,  however, 
the  Council  decided  to  approach  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning  relating  to  further  action  when  it  was  decided  to  hold  a 
Public  Inquiry  into  the  development  of  Glen  Faba  and  Riverfields 
Estates,  Roydon,  upon  which  there  were  270  erections.  This  In- 
quiry took  place  in  October  last  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Minister’s  findings  had  not  been  announced. 

The  Council  refused  to  grant  a licence  to  an  applicant  for  the 
use  of  certain  land  as  a camping  ground  and  in  consequence  the 
applicant  appealed  to  the  Magistrates  against  the  Council’s  refusal. 
The  whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the  application  and  refusal  was 
argued  to  a great  length  in  the  Police  Court  when  the  Justice’,* 
upheld  the  action  of  the  Council. 

There  are  seven  camping  ground  licences  operative  in  the  Dis- 
trict. During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  grant  ‘licences  in 
respect  of  6 moveable  dwellings. 

* 

In  another  case  a licensee  holding  a licence  to  use  certain  land 
for  the  erection  of  tents  during  the  summer  months  contravened 
the  terms  of  his  licence  by  having  caravans  on  the  land  and  the 
Council  has  authorised  proceedings  to  be  taken  in  this  case.  These 
proceedings  are  now  pending. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  Act 
in  so  far  as  ventilation,  temperatures  of  shops  is  concerned  and 
also  as  to  the  adequacy  of  sanitary  conveniences.  Periodical  visits 
are  made  to  shops  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  provisions  of  the 
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Act  are  complied  with  but  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  during  the  year. 

Facilities  for  washing,  however,  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council,  and  having  in  mind  that  the  local  Council  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  enforcement  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  in  which  it  is  required  that  if  the  room  in  which  food 
intended  for  human  consumption  other  than  milk,  is  prepared  for 
sale  or  sold  or  offered  or  exposed  for  sale  or  deposited  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sale,  or  the  preparation  for  sale,  must  be  provided  with 
suitable  washing  basins,  and  a sufficient  supply  of  soap,  clean  towels 
and  clean  water,  both  hot  and  cold,  for  the  use  of  persons  employed 
therein. 

It  would  appear  therefore  that  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act  relating  to  washing  facilities  should  also  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Council. 

Bye-laws  exist  for  the  control  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cleanliness  of  any  premises 
used  for  carrying  out  this  business,  and  the  instruments,  towels  and 
materials  used  in  such  premises.  Periodical  visits  are  made  to 
these  establishments  to  ascertain  if  the  requirements  of  the  Bye- 
laws are  being  complied  with  but  it  has  not  been  found  necessaiy 
to  take  action  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Bye-laws  during  the  year. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


i 

Premises 

1 

u>  No.  on  Register 

No.  of 

Inspections 

^ No.  of 

Written  Notices 

No.  of  Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 

Authorities 

32 

38 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ... 

54 

13 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Autho  r i t y 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

TOTAL 

86 

51 

3 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

i 

Particulars 

! 

■o 

c 

o 

tL( 

3 

~o 

o 

T3 

CU 

r- 

C 

<D 

4 

] Referred  to 

| ^ H.M.  Inspector 

Referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector 

No.  of  cases  in 
^ which  prosecu- 
tions were  insti 
tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  tem- 
perature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  ... 

n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences : — 

(a)  insufficient  . . . 

i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work) ... 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

4 

7 

1 

4 

0 

3.  OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 

/ 

There  are  13  outworkers  registered  for  employment  in  the 
District  who  are  engaged  in  the  making  and  adapting  of  wearing 
apparel,  or  loose  box  makers,  or  brush  making. 
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Information  was  received  from  the  various  Authorities  in 
whose  Area  the  main  factory  is  situated,  afterwards  an  inspection 
of  the  premises  situated  in  this  District  was  made,  and  public  health 
safeguards  taken  where  it  was  thought  to  be  desirable. 

H.  j.  HEELEY,  M.S.I.A/, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  F 


The  following  tables. 

and 

measures  of  control,  are 

commented  upon  in 

pp.  i 

and  2 

of  this 

Report. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND 

CONTROL 

OVER, 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 

> 

* 

Cases 

Cases  admitted 

• 

notified 

to  Hospital  Deaths 

Whooping  Cough 

139 

0 

0 

Measles 

200 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

3 

0 

Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

0 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  Paralysis 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

0 

■0 

0 

Infective  Hepatitis 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

2 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

0 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  past  5 years 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

23 

27 

13 

20 

Diphtheria 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  

3 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Measles  

115 

274 

103 

95 

200 

Whooping  Cough 

101 

23 

62 

24 

139 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Dysentery  

3 

10 

2 

0 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

28 

12 

0 

2 

0 
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Comparative  Tables  of  Infectious  Disease  Notification  and 
Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1948 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


1.  Notification  per  1,000  population 
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"5. 

a 

tu 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

1.14 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

7.33 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.22 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

11.30 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.44 

2.  Deaths  per  1,000  population 

** 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

phoid  ... 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02  0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.03  0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Four  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
there  were  6 deaths  from  this  disease.  Corresponding  figures  for 
the  previous  year  (1947)  were  7,  1 and  6 respectively. 
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